INFLUENCE OF  RELIGION  UPON THE  HINDU.             XIJC

The only occasion when the Hindus offered seri-
ous opposition to the English rule was when the
British Government was supposed to endanger their
religion. The greased cartridges were undoubtedly
the immediate cause of the Sepoy war in 1857. There
was no doubt widespread discontent caused by the
annexation policy of Dalhousie. But political causes
alone would never have been sufficient to excite the
Hindu Sepoys as they were excited in 1857. The Eng-
lish are not disliked ; nor can they be said to be
liked. They keep the people at a distance, * and the
people consider them unapproachable. The best of
them are generally looked upon with wonder, somewhat
like machines in good order which work with unerring

opposition to the payment of the Jessia. There was not a district where
the people, with the help of Faujdars, did not make disturbances and
^resistance." Sir H. M. Elliot's "History of India" Vol. VIL pp.
.296,310.

* The Anglo-Saxon nations "are habitually singularly narrow,
unappreciative, and unsympathetic. The great source of their national
virtue is the sense of duty, the power of pursuing a course which they
believe to be right." (Lecky, "History of European Morals/' Intro-
duction p. 153).

"The English are unable to enter into the heart of these vast
multitudes [the Indians], so gentle, so weak, so ready to open and to
give themselves, if only one could speak with them." (Sir C. W. DUke
"Prol?lem$ of Great Britain," Lond, 1890, Vol. II. p. tt*4).